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LICENSING ACT 2003 COMMITTEE

25 JULY 2019

REPORT TITLE DRAFT STATEMENT OF LICENSING POLICY

REPORT OF CORPORATE DIRECTOR FOR BUSINESS MANAGEMENT 

REPORT SUMMARY
The purpose of this report is to seek Committee’s approval of the Draft Statement of Licensing 
Policy attached at Appendix 1 in order that it may be circulated for consultation.   

RECOMMENDATION/S

That the Draft Statement of Licensing Policy be approved as a document to be circulated for 
consultation. 
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SUPPORTING INFORMATION

1.0 REASON/S FOR RECOMMENDATION/S

1.1 It is a statutory requirement under the Licensing Act 2003 to consult on a Statement of 
Licensing Policy prior to it being published.  

2.0 OTHER OPTIONS CONSIDERED

2.1 There is no provision for other options to be considered.

3.0 BACKGROUND INFORMATION

3.1 The Council’s Statement of Licensing Policy was first published in January 2005.  The 
policy has since been subject to three reviews and the most recent policy was published in 
December 2014. 

3.2 On 5 January 2017 Merseyside Police requested the Licensing Authority consider adopting 
a Special Cumulative Impact Policy, for an area within Birkenhead. The request was made 
due to the level of crime and disorder, public nuisance, littering, street drinking, under-age 
drinking and anti-social behaviour believed to be resulting in part from the number of off-
licence premises located in the area. The request was supported by Ward Councillors.

3.3 A comprehensive consultation process was therefore undertaken about the possibility of 
introducing a Special Cumulative Impact Policy for Charing Cross, Grange Road West, 
Grange Mount, Oxton Road and the boundary of the Town Centre. 

3.4 The consultation period ran from 13 January 2017 to 3 March 2017 and sought views on a 
Special Cumulative Impact Policy in relation to premises licensed for the sale by retail of 
alcohol for consumption off the premises only.

3.5 The Authority was satisfied from the responses received that the number of premises in 
Charing Cross, Grange Road West, Grange Mount, Oxton Road and the boundary of the 
Town Centre licensed under the Licensing Act 2003 for the sale by retail of alcohol for 
consumption off the premises were cumulatively giving rise to significant problems of public 
nuisance and crime and disorder.

3.6 As a result, the Authority resolved to introduce a Special Cumulative Impact Policy limited 
to Charing Cross, Grange Road West, Grange Mount, Oxton Road and the boundary of the 
Town Centre with effect from 10 July 2017 to apply to Premises licensed for the sale by 
retail of alcohol for consumption off the premises only.

3.7 It is a requirement of the Licensing Act 2003 that the Licensing Policy be reviewed at least 
every five years and that the Cumulative Impact Policy be reviewed within three years of its 
adoption. It is proposed therefore that the review of the Licensing Policy will also seek 
views on the cumulative impact policy included therein. In undertaking this review there is a 
statutory requirement to consult with the following persons / bodies:

 The Chief Officer of Police
 The Fire and Rescue Authority
 The Director of Public Health
 Persons/Bodies representative of local holders of premises licences
 Persons/Bodies representative of local holders of club certificates
 Persons/Bodies representative of local holders of personal licences
 Persons/Bodies representative of businesses and residents in its area
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3.8 Notification of the consultation will be published on the Council’s Website and published in 
the Wirral View. The consultation will also be posted on the Council’s Social Media 
platforms.  

3.9 It is proposed that the period of consultation be six weeks closing on 6 September 2019 
and that the outcome of the consultation be reported to a meeting of this Committee in 
October 2019.

4.0 FINANCIAL IMPLICATIONS

4.1 There are cost implications to undertaking a consultation exercise which will be funded from 
licence fees.  It is estimated that the cost of the consultation will be no more than £500.00.

5.0 LEGAL IMPLICATIONS 

5.1 It is a Statutory requirement under the Licensing Act 2003 that the Licensing Authority have 
a Licensing Policy.  A decision of this Committee may be subject to legal challenge.

6.0 RESOURCE IMPLICATIONS: ICT, STAFFING AND ASSETS

6.1 There are no such implications arising directly from this report.

7.0 RELEVANT RISKS 

7.1 If a policy is not agreed then this could result in a lack of transparency, accountability, 
certainty and consistency in respect of decision making.

8.0 ENGAGEMENT/CONSULTATION 

8.1 Should Committee approve the Draft Policy, consultation will take place as outlined in 3.7, 
3.8 and 3.9 of this report.

9.0 EQUALITY IMPLICATIONS

9.1 Has the potential impact of your proposal(s) been reviewed with regard to equality?

(a) Yes and impact review is attached – https://www.wirral.gov.uk/communities-and-
neighbourhoods/equality-impact-assessments/equality-impact-assessments-2017/business

.

REPORT AUTHOR: Margaret O’Donnell
Licensing Manager
telephone:  (0151) 691 8606
email:   margaretodonnell@wirral.gov.uk

APPENDICES
None
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